
A Few Suggestions… 
 
While we encourage couples to be creative when designing and planning, we do have a few suggestions of 
things to avoid. While we are not saying that you “can’t” incorporate these things, we would highly suggest 
otherwise. Also, remember the “leave it as you found it” policy, if something could potentially cause damage 
or excessive cleaning, we would suggest avoiding it. For example: 
 

• Faux Petals – It is so sweet seeing an adorable flower girl make her way down the aisle throwing 
petals for the bride, however we suggest steering away from faux/fake petals. Faux petals tend to blow 
into the lake, bushes, grass etc. and are a bit of a challenge to clean up. Instead, consider filling her 
basket with things found in nature such as real petals, bird seed or leaves. 
 

• Confetti/Glitter – Before you race out to grab a confetti or glitter cannon, think about the clean-up. 
Confetti and glitter are just about impossible to clean up inside and out and could potentially cause 
some serious excessive cleaning, power washing etc.  

 
• Lanterns – Flying and floating lanterns are gorgeous at night but they could potentially cause serious 

damage. Before including lanterns in your celebration, check with the local fire marshal to be sure 
that they are allowed in this area. Also, be aware that although some lanterns are biodegradable they 
do often have metal pieces that are left behind and biodegradable lanterns do take time to dissolve (if 
they even dissolve completely). Lanterns in the lake are impossible to clean out without the proper 
equipment and sky lanterns could potentially land in bushes, trees or on the roof of the venue or 
surrounding building and cause fire damage. 

 
• Hanging Items on Walls –We suggest avoiding things like tacks (which poke holes into the walls), 

stinky putty, tape etc. (which leaves a residue on the paint). Its typically good policy to simply avoid 
hanging décor into the walls. If décor or a vendor do need to utilize tape, we would suggest using 
Gaffer Tape which leaves minimal residue.  
 

• Drink Stations – Although convenient for guests, drink stations can get messy with spills, dripping 
etc. If you plan to include a drink station, be sure to prepare properly and clean accordingly 
throughout the event.  
 

• Open Flames – This a no-briner. Open flames = fire hazard. Real candles are great as long as they are 
within a vessel to catch wax and limit the risk of tipping.  You may want to consider floating candles 
instead of free standing. We also suggest having a designated party to light and monitor the candles. 
NEVER light candles that will be left unattended.  
 

• Sparkles – We welcome you to host a special exit with your guest and utilize sparklers to light up the 
night. However, we ask that sparkles are not done under any covered areas as this traps smoke. 
Sparklers must be done in a well ventilated outdoor area. It may be wise to ensure that all venues 
doors are closed before lighting sparklers as the smoke produced may go back into the building and 
cause the fire alarms to activate. We also suggest designated a person to collect each sparkler and 
dispose of them in the DUMPSTER at the top of the parking lot. Disposing of the hot sparklers in 
the trashcan will cause the bag to melt and get holes and possible melt the trashcan.  
 

• Fireworks – Keep in mind the local city and county restrictions before incorporating fireworks into 
your special event. Contact local authorities before giving the green light to sky displays. Also, being 
that Vizcaya Villa is surrounded with large trees, it may be worth it to skip the fireworks. 
 



• Boating, Fishing, etc. – The lake is a staple of the Vizcaya Villa property. While it may be tempting, 
we highly suggest against fishing, boating and playing in the lake. Take our word for it, there aren’t 
any fish in this sea. J  

 
• Dry Ice/Smoke Machines – Dry ice and smoke machines are popular for couples wanting to give 

their guests the feel of dancing on a cloud. Unfortunately the aftermath isn’t so heavenly. Dry ice 
machines tend to leave a wet mess on the dance floor meaning you will be racing to dry the floor with 
your guests watching. Smoke machines are typically an alternative to dry ice however in the past 
smoke machines has caused the fire alarms to go off. Believe us, the fire department inspecting the 
building in full gear during your reception is not a thrill. 

 
• Outdoor Reception/Dancing – While the idea of dancing under bistro lights and the stars is a 

magical vison straight from a Pinterest board, it could come with consequences. Cumberland County 
does has a notice ordinance in effect that you may want to research before moving forward with an 
outdoor party. We appreciate the service of our local law enforcement but it may be less than 
memorable to end the night with the police telling you to turn the music down. Yikes!  
 

• Outdoor Décor – We love seeing the creativity of outdoor décor such as floral or aisle armaments. 
We do suggest designating someone to pick up all outdoor décor items prior to sunset as there is 
limited lighting in areas around the property.  

 


